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Hes 'Stickler^ 
For the Law' 



Criminal Court Judge W. Preston Battle, one of 
the most experienced trial judges in Memphis, was 
announced today as the judge in the trial of James 
Earl Ray for the slaying of Dr. Martin Luther King 

Jr. 

A short. hea\Tset man who runs a no-nonsense 
courtroom. Battle has been trial judge for a number 
of major cases since he first took the bench in 1959. 
He presided at both trials of 



Louis F. Montesi, froctry 
executive cooricted of killing 
his wife. 

Battle's decisions have 
been reversed several times, 
including the first Montesi 
trial, but la ^^yers say this is 
the mark of a judge who 
bears a lot of cases and isn't 
afraid to blaze new trails. 

Serious, almost scowling, 
CD the benerf, the Bdi^carold 

I for leeal 

' 

j reuses court to check a 
; point of law. 

f L*wyen who try «r«nd. 

. *Ui,d Uctic* 

I ^ “kely to draw 

words from the Judee 

but be display* exceptional 
patience with defendant* or 
.-witnesses who appear ner- 
wus or seem not to tutdu • 
*^**1 .*?“* P>oce<lure*. 
tij ’'f*Jong Memphian, 

*■ Judge Battle attended Wash- 
ingum t, Lee University and 
the University of Memphis 
&hool. now part of 
'Memphu Stole University 
t School of Law. ^ 
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‘ •I'ynes* and timidity 

. to hi* younger days led todi- 
Wt^ to his law career, that 
oe bad an aversion to speak- 
tog fa public and joined the 
«t Memphis 
JJ^erwiy School to over- 



After receiving his license 
to praait^Tlaw 1h 1933, be 
became assistant district at- 
torney genera! for Shelby 
County, a post he held for 11 
years, serving on the staffs 
of Atty. Gens. W. T. McLain, 
Marion Boyd and Will Ger- 

• ber. 

In 1945 he entered private 
law practice in Memphis, 
with the majority of his 

• cases devoted to criminal 
law. In 1959 he was appoint- 
ed judge for Division III of 
the Cnminal Court of Shelby 
County, a newly created 
court, and has since been 
elected to the bench. 

‘ BAR LEADER 

I A member of the Memphif 

, and Shelby County Bar Asso- 
ciation. he has served on the 
board of directors and exec- 
utive committee. He has 
served as president of the 
Memphis and Shelby County 
Mental Health Association, 
has been active in adult edu- 
cation classes at Southwest- 

• cm and goes deep sea fish- 
ing for a bobby. 

Married in 1941 to the for- 
mer Florence Warfield 

r Boyce of Memphis, he has 

• four children, Mrs. E. Frank 

( King, W. J. Britton III, Mrs. 

• £. R. Kinnebrew 111, and W. 
Preston Battle Jr; 
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